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In July, we celebrate the freedoms we are afforded because of
the country we live in.  We take time to celebrate because of the
incredible blessing it is to live in America.  Well, in my life, this
celebration of freedom came a month early this year, as
I celebrated the freedom from sin and death that our daughter
Dakota received in Holy Baptism.
     On June 13th, Dakota was baptized at House of Prayer.  As a
pastor, I have presided at many baptisms over the years, and all
have been wonderful.  But, I found it especially moving as I stood
there witnessing my daughter being baptized and invited into the
family of God.  To look into her eyes as she was being baptized,
and know the promises she is receiving from God in the midst of
that act, was pretty amazing.  That moment touched me more
deeply than I’d imagined it would, knowing it was my daughter
receiving that gift and promise from God.
     In baptism, Dakota, and all the baptized, are promised some
pretty amazing freedoms.  Luther says this about baptism,
 “It works forgiveness of sins, delivers us from death and the
devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as
the words and promises of God.”  And, in the last chapter of the
Gospel of Mark, Jesus states, “The one who believes and is
baptized will be saved.”  In baptism, we are freed from sin, death,
and the devil.  Pretty incredible freedoms!  Freedoms that merit
celebrating!
     Pertaining to our country, maybe you have heard the saying,
“Freedom isn’t free.”  That means that many have given a great
deal so we might know freedom in the United States.  Well, the
same is to be said about the freedom that we receive in baptism.

Freedom is not free. The whole burden
of our freedom fell on the
shoulders of one man, Jesus
Christ.  At great cost to Himself,
Jesus goes to the cross so we
might know freedom.  “The slave
does not have a permanent place
in the household; the son has a

Dear Friends, place there for ever.  So if the Son makes you free, you will
be free indeed.”  (John 8:35-36)
 Jesus came and died on the cross as atonement for our sins,
and by doing so we are made FREE.

 There is a story told about the baptism of  King
Aengus by St. Patrick in the middle of the fifth century.
Sometime during the rite, St. Patrick leaned on his sharp-
pointed staff and inadvertently stabbed the King's foot.
After the baptism was over, St. Patrick looked down at
all the blood, realized what he had done, and begged the
King's forgiveness. “Why did you suffer this pain in
silence?” the Saint wanted to know. The king replied, “I
thought it was part of the ritual.”

For the freedoms we receive in Baptism, you’d think there
would be a much greater cost to pay, just as this king assumed
at least—you must be willing to be stabbed in the foot. But in
scripture, we discover over and over again that Jesus chose to
pay the cost  for our freedom from sin and death, because
only HE could.  So, as you celebrate the freedoms of our
country this 4th of July, don’t forget to give thanks to Christ
as well, for the freedom that we receive over sin, death, and
the devil because of the great sacrifice He alone made.  In the
midst of Dakota’s baptism, I was reminded of this again in a
very poignant way.  On this 4th of July, I will be thanking
God for the freedom that Dakota received from Christ in
Baptism.  Also, Amanda and I want to thank the congregation,
our brothers and sisters in Christ, for how you have already
blessed her young life is so many ways.  Thank you for all the
kind and supportive words and the continued prayers for our
daughter Dakota.

Happy 4th of July!

 Pastor Joel Pastor Joel Pastor Joel Pastor Joel Pastor Joel
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Ending 5/31/102010

“Mow Down Debt”

52 Weeks per year
Figuring a 4-week month

Per Week Per Month ...Per Year

$5x4= $20 ..........$240

$10x4= $40 ..........$480

$15x4= $60 ..........$720

$20x4= $80 ..........$960

$25x4= $100........$1,200

$30x4= $120........$1,400

$35x4= $140........$1,680

$40x4= $160........$1,920

$45x4= $180........$2,160

$50x4= $200........$2,400

$60x4= $240........$2,880

With each week that passes, House of Prayer’s living expenses have been
exceeding our giving. As a result, our debt is growing! Please review the
chart below to see how you can help us “Cut Down” debt this summer.
Keep in mind,  all donations made to House of Prayer are Tax Deductible
when it comes to making out your return for 2011. We need your support!

We Need YOU!

$70x4= $280........$3.360

$80x4= $320........$3,840

$90x4= $360........$4,320

$100x4=$400........$4,800

.
Tuesday AM

8:30 AM
Library

This is an opportunity for our
men to gather and reflect on
God’s Word for daily living.
All men are invited to
participate in this morning
study.

“Be thankful unto Him, and bless His name, for the Lord is good, His mercy
is everlasting, and His truth endureth to all generations.”  Psalm 100:5

PASTOR
To reach the Pastors in an Emergency,
their cell phone numbers are:

Pastor Dave Swonger:    516-4369
JULY 6, 13, 20, 27

WeddingsJune 2010
Pastoral Acts  

Baptisms

MAY
Offerings: -----  $22,936.59
Expenses:----- $26,116.71

Shortfall: ----- $3,180.12

2010
Budgeted:----- $138,504.26
Offerings: -----  $116,841.58
Expenses:----- $126,482.13

Shortfall: ----- $9,640.55

IN A NUTSHELL
2010

$25,452.42
Shortfall

so far
for 2010

Pastor Joel Samuelson:   516-4368

Funeral
June 30

Shirley Stugelmeier

June 5
Jennifer Schmidt &

Ryan Grandalen

June 27
Alex Aaron Njos

Parents: Deb & Garret

June 13
Dakota Blum Samuelson

Parents: Pastor Joel & Amanda
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Vacation Bible School
2010

This year, Vacation Bible School Day Camp was hosted
by Counselors from Camp of the Cross.  We were
pleased to have five energetic, enthusiastic and
talented Counselors share their skills this week.
   Our thanks to:

SIERRA LASSILA
CARLY LASSILA
JEFF MELLGREN
KIM WEINAND
DAN KUSLER

Day Camp proved to be fun for all. With 30 students
attending, the days were filled with music, Bible
lessons, crafts, and snacks!

During their lessons, our
students learned about how
each of us can be good stewards
of our world and the resources
we need to protect to become
“Guardians” of our World.

The days were bright with sunshine and smiling
faces. What a great way to enjoy God’s creation,
great weather and high-energy leadership!

Special “thanks” to Ginger & Tom Trousdale for
sharing their home and accomodations with our
team. Also “thanks” to everyone who provided
treats and meals for the team during their stay in
Bismarck. You helped the week run smoothly!!

CRAFT STICKS , COL ORS , AND CREA TIVITY!

TREA TS , EA TS , & BREAKS

A special Thank
You to Faith
Lutheran Church
for bringing cases
of fresh orange
juice received
from Brighten’s
AID, Inc. in
Bismarck.

With Bible School this week, our children enjoyed this
refreshing treat! Not wanting to waste this donation (as
they did not have VBS this week), Faith Lutheran  shared
juice with House of Prayer - and we are THANKFUL !

Counselor:
KIM WEINAND

LtoR:Cole Craven, Luke Swonger, Donovan Clark, Justin
VanBerkom, Hope Burdolski, Kim Weinand (Sr. Counselor),
Jane Gowen, JuliaZeller
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AUGUST

Caring-N-Sharing
AUG. CARING-N-SHARING TEAM

Cleveland, Keith & Hazel.................250-4029

Gensburg, Ron & Judy......................258-7318

Glanville, Dorothy.............................258-5153

Gronfur, Daryl & Diane....................222-3114

Hermanson, Vera...............................371-8187
Hjelmstad, Lorie................................255-2279

Lawler, Jody & Kathleen...................782-4297

Sieler, Steve.......................................222-8379

Simenson, Louis & Deb....................221-2476

Simons, Arlen & Shirley ...................223-6087

Smith, Vincent & Rachelle................530-9874

Sommerfield, Don & Marleen...........221-2982

Sorby, Duane & Beverly...................667-2121

Sprout, Don & Patsy.........................258-4017

Sprynczynatyk, Paul & Vivian ..........223-4536

Stave, Dawn......................................258-7838

Stave, Karin.......................................258-7638

Steiger, Theodore & Sharon..............255-0913

Straster, LaVerne...............................223-3388

Streeper, Marlene..............................255-0672

Sukut, Mary......................258-1980  (Shut-In)

Teunissen, Laura...............................258-5557

Thiel, Kathie......................................527-0902

Thiel, Leon & Darlene......................255-3507

Thorson,Cal & Dorothy....................223-9169

Zahn, Kyle & Emily ...........................258-3712

Jan Menge.............................223-5585
Linell Hanson........................255-4756

The August organizational meeting will
be held on July 18 at 10:15am.

THE MITERED CORNERTHE MITERED CORNERTHE MITERED CORNERTHE MITERED CORNERTHE MITERED CORNER

MEN IN BOATS
Ask any fishman and they will tell you “a bad day
fishing is better than any day at work.”  This year,
men from all across North Dakota joined together
to enjoy a weekend of fishing, learning, sharing
and spiritual growth on the shores of Devils Lake
at a local Bible Baptist Camp. 105 fishermen
gathered for the weekend on June 11 - June 13.

Those attending from House of Prayer were: Cal Schell, Gordy Nord, Chris
Reinicke, and Bob Sheldon.  Many others from area churches also attended.

Moritz Sport & Marine graciously provided a brand new pontoon to use
for the weekend. River City Sports also provided a new fishing boat to
use! We thank these local merchants for offering their goods & services!

Even though the fishing was probably not “hot” due to windy and rainy
conditions, participants were treated to a special pro fisherman speaker
on Friday evening that opened the event.

One fun note: On Saturday, after not having much luck on the water, our
group found water running in a ditch by Devils Lake. While investigating
the water, it was discovered that white bass were living and spawning in
that area. The group grabbed their poles and got to work, catching 35
white bass “in the ditch!”  It was exciting fishing for everyone!

Thank you to everyone for their part in organizing this yearly event. Special
“thanks” to Gordy Nord and Cal Schell for their part in pulling the event
together with their expertise.

The Summer Sc hedule
will r emain the same .

Wed.  - 6:30 pm
Sun. - 9:00 & 11:00 am

Are you gone weekends? Why not
take advantage of Wednesday
evening worship. 6:30pm Weekly. I J I J I J I

VBS  SN ACKS PR OVIDED BY :

“THANK YOU”   FOR PR OVIDING TREA TS!

JANIE BROWN
GINGER TROUSDALE

RITA O’NEILL
DESIREE CLARK

KARMEN SORENSON
MOCHELLE KLEIN
SALLY PFEIFFER
MANDY GIENGER

LAURA HJELMSTAD
BRENDA VAN BERKOM

LISA SCHAUER
LAURA MARSCHALL

RUTH HEPPER
RUTH GRAY

CAROL LYKKEN
DAWN STAVE

TRICIA JOHNSON
EILEEN HILTON

JAN MENGE
JOANNE SWONGER
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DAIL Y THEMES:
• Guarding Creation

• Guarding the Covenant
• Guarding our Energy
• Guarding Freedom
• Jesus LOVES Me

We have explored what it means
in both passion and practice to
love and take care of the world

around us like God does.

STUDENTS ENJO YED CRAFTS

Counselor:
CARLY

LASSILA

Helper:
EMELIE SWONGER

BACK-Emelie Swonger, Helper;  Carly Lassila (Lead Female

Counselor) LtoR: Josh Zeller, Hayley Gienger, Isaac Barth, Madison

Berger, Andi Nelson

BACK-Carissa Craven, Helper; Sierra Lassila (Jr. Counselor)LtoR: Brandon Erickson, Carleen Craver, Trina Neugebauer, Johanna Stromme,
Issac Schell, Nicholas Devine

BACK-Dan Kusler (Sr. Counselor); Jeff Mellgren (Sr. Counselor)

LtoR: Zachary Devine, Paige Billadeau, Shyla Neugebauer, Kierra

Barth, Kierra Bartels, Kyle Van Berkom

BACK-Kim Weinand (Sr. Counselor)

LtoR: Hope Burdolski, Megan Billadeau, Jane Gowen,

Julia Zeller

   (Will Madler & Bre Madler not present on photo day)

VBSVBS
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Gospel Seeds… July 2010
A Monthly Update from the

Western North Dakota Synod Office

A Herd…
A Flock…
A Gaggle
Wow!  Together the
congregations of the Western
North Dakota Synod have
stepped forward to help
provide a sustainable food

supply for a large number of
people.  It is all the result of the
Gathering of Coins for God’s

Global Barnyard which wrapped up at the Synod
Assembly in early June.  Over $25,000 was collected as
those involved worked to live up to the Gospel Call to
feed the hungry.  So what might those funds buy?

-20 Cows ($500 each)
-15 Schools of Fish ($250 each)
-40 Sheep ($125 each)
-40 Goats ($50 each)
-50 Pigs ($30 each)
-50 Ducks ($20 each)
-1,750 Chickens    ($10 for 10 chicks)

   This offering is a gift of faith.  It is part of our Christian
connectedness to brothers and sisters around the world.
   How was $25,000 collected?  At First Lutheran in
Fessenden, the congregation had collected $1,000.  Pastor
Shirley Teske challenged the congregation to see if they
could increase that amount and they did, bringing $2,200
to the synod assembly.  Pastor Mary Peterson, of
Scranton, challenged the congregations she serves to see
which group could gather the most weight in coins--the
Sunday School children, the confirmation students, or
the adults.  It resulted in a run on pennies at the local
back and over $1,000 being collected.
   Not only will people be fed, but fertilizer will be
provided for gardens and fiber will be provided for
clothing.  This event also shows what we, as ELCA
Lutheran Churches in Western North Dakota, can do
together in Christ’s name.  Together we have the ability
to make a difference for the sake of the Gospel!

BODY OF CHRIST…
   In mid-June, I had the pleasure of representing all of
you at two gatherings.  First, at the Ordination Service of
the Dakota Conference of the United Methodist Church.

At the 2009 Churchwide Assembly a full communion
agreement was entered into between the United Methodist
Church and the ELCA, which means that pastors from
our two denominations can serve in each other’s churches.
Following the worship at least 5 individuals came to me
hopeful that Lutherans and Methodists will enter into
serious conversations about how we can be in ministry
together.
   A couple of days later, on your behalf I attended the
100th Anniversary Celebration of the Bismarck Diocese
of the Roman Catholic Church.  While there are issues
that separate our denominations, the event reminds me
of the powerful work that we can do together in Jesus’
name.
   Who are the other Christians in your community?  How
is your congregation working with them to further the
work of God’s Kingdom?  Are there ways we can respect
differences and yet find common ground in mission and
ministry?  A few questions to ponder.

Mark Your Calendar…
   Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson will be visiting the
Western North Dakota Synod February 12th and 13th.
Synod Staff are at work making arrangements.  We do
know that on Saturday, February 12th,  Bishop Hanson
will be the speaker for a GIFTS (Growing In Faith To
Serve) event in Bismarck.  Like all GIFTS events, this is
open to all people in our synod.  On Sunday the 13th,
Bishop Hanson will be in Minot.  As plans are finalized
we will share those details with you.

DREAMING…
   I invite you to dream, let your imagination run wild.
What would your dream church look like?  Who
would be in worship?  What would the congregation
be doing in Jesus’ name?  What would the members
be like?  Send your dreams to the synod office or

email me at bishopnarum@gmail.com

God Bless

Mark Narum – Serving as Bishop
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Do you know about...Do you know about...Do you know about...Do you know about...Do you know about...

Program?

 the
SimplySimplySimplySimplySimply

givinggivinggivinggivinggiving
“Simply Giving” is a program set up through
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans where your gifts
or offerings are made through a pre-authorized
withdrawal from your bank account. The frequency
option is yours.

FFFFFeatures:eatures:eatures:eatures:eatures:
Starting your personal program is easy! All it
requires is your enrollment form (available at the
church), a voided check or a savings deposit slip if
the funds are coming from savings. Once the
completed enrollment form has been received by
Simply Giving, funds will be automatically paid at
the times YOU set as a repeating gift.  It’s quick,
easy, and safe! The organization that provides our
envelopes, administers the program. VANCO
Services: 800-675-7430 can answer any questions for
you.

Do you like to use envelopes?   Envelopes are
provided for you! Even if you do not use envelopes, if
you use checks, you will get credited foryour offerings.
                     In the event you wish to give a  Cash gift

for  offering.. generic  envelopesthat
are green in color can be found at the
Sanctuary Computer Desk. Please feel

free to use them, as needed, for
   your monetary donations.

Benefits:Benefits:Benefits:Benefits:Benefits:
Using the Simply Giving program is a reliable, safe
way to move your stewardship plan into action. It
allows you to share your gifts through planned
giving. Because your gift is given consistently, you
won’t need to play “catch-up” at year-end or worry
about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday
offerings. You’re not the only one that benefits.
House of Prayer benefits from steady, more
predictable revenues throughout the year, more
efficient bookkeeping, and greater confidence in
meeting financial commitments.

JULY 4
ONE SERVICE ONLY-9:00 AM
Worship and Communion
NO 11:00 WORSHIP THIS MORNING.

SEPT. 12
SUNDAY SCHOOL
RALLY SUNDAY
Mark your calendar and plan to be a part
of this exciting Sunday School Kick-Off!

New Offering
Envelopes

A new offering envelope in “green”
will be provided for those who need

a “Record of Giving” at church services.  These envelopes will be
available on the Sanctuary computer desk. If you forgot your
envelope for the day, simply stop and pick one up. Credit for your
donation will be posted to your personal giving account.
   The new “green” envelopes may also be used for other donations
simply by indicating what your donation is to be used for.  As always,
we thank you for your contributions to House of Prayer.

Thank Yous —

From VBS Camp of the Cross Counselors:
House of Prayer - Thank you so much for accommodating
CCM this week! We really appreciate the encouragement,
support, and help you provided us while we taught the
amazing kids of this congregation!  Peace and Blessings, the
CCM Staff:
Sierra, Carly, Jeff, Kim and Daniel

From Peace Lutheran Church, Lincoln:
A bouquet of flowers arrived on Thursday, June 24th for the
Congregation with a card that read:
“You don’t just give, you give from the heart...and it makes all the
difference.  Thank You”  A note was attached: “Thank you for
your continued support. Your contribution makes a huge impact
on our ability to bring the word of God to the people of Lincoln.
God Bless, Kathy Mauch”

From Kim & Cordell Bader:
“Hello from Rochester, MN! Just a note to thank you all so
much for the cards and especially the steady stream of prayers
being offered on my behalf. Prayers do change things...and
they are for me! I am in remission right now, recovering from
the last round of chemo. Around the corner (early July) I will
have a stem cell transplant. If all goes well, I can leave after
100 days of the transplant. We miss home very much, but
have put this all in God’s hands. I’ll do my best to do my
part, which is all I can muster. Thank you all so much for
your support. It seems to shorten the miles when we hear
from home. God willing, we’ll be back this fall!” Sincerely,
Kim & Cordell Bader.
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BISMARCK, ND

House of Prayer Staff
Pastor ------------------- Rev. David Swonger, 516-4369

Pastor ------------------ Rev. Joel Samuelson, 516-4368

Organist/Keyboard ---------------------- Rhonda Gowen

Youth Events Coordinator ----------------- Pam Dienert

Bookkeeper ----------------------------- Penelope Heinze

Custodian ------------------------------- Mahlon Meidinger

Ministry Coordinator ------------------------Sheila Hinkel

Dick Olson - President/Extended Ministry
Todd Marschall  - V. President/Children’s Ministry
Crystal Zander  - Secretary/Outreach

Keith Zhorela  - Treasurer/Budget & Finance
Council Members:
Rayne Kembel - Worship

Curtis Lippert - Adult Ministries
Howard Rieger - Property
Cal Schell - Youth Ministries

Sandy Wilson - Stewardship

JULY NEWSLETTER 2010

HOUSE OF PRAYER

OFFICE HOURS      MON-WED-THU      8:30AM - 5:00PM

SUNDAY Worship
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
9:45 AM - Sunday School

WEDNESDAY
Worship

MISSION STATEMENT
The members of House of Prayer celebrate faith
by inviting all people into a  deepening
relationship with Jesus Christ.

House of Prayer Church Council 6:30 PM

HOUSE OF PRAYER
LUTHERAN CHURCH

1470 S. Washington St. • Bismarck, ND 58504
 223-2202

JULY 4 - 9:00 AM
ONE SERVICE ONLY
Worship and Communion
NO 11:00 WORSHIP THIS MORNING.

Office will be closed on
Monday, July 5th.



SUND AY

2

9

16

23

30

Men in MissionMen in MissionMen in MissionMen in MissionMen in Mission
8am ----- Men’s Group

MOND AY TUESD AY WEDNESD AY SATURD AY

House of PHouse of PHouse of PHouse of PHouse of Prayer Lutheran Churchrayer Lutheran Churchrayer Lutheran Churchrayer Lutheran Churchrayer Lutheran Church 2010

Men in MissionMen in MissionMen in MissionMen in MissionMen in Mission
8am ------ Men’s Group

Council Meeting
7:00 pm

Men in MissionMen in MissionMen in MissionMen in MissionMen in Mission
8am ----- Men’s Group

THURSD AY

6.27.10

HOUSE OF PRAYER
1470 S Washington

Bismarck, ND 58504
223-2202/F-223-2203

church.hop@midconetwork.com

Visit us on the Web at:
houseofprayerbismarck.com
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HOUSE OF PRAYER
1470 S Washington
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church.hop@midconetwork.com
Visit us on the Web at:

houseofprayerbismarck.com

FRID AY

Men in MissionMen in MissionMen in MissionMen in MissionMen in Mission
8am ----- Men’s Group

Pentecost 6

NO QUILTING TODAY

NO TOPS TODAY

10am-4pm ------------------- Quilters

6pm ------------------------------ TOPS

10am-4pm ------------------- Quilters

6pm ------------------------------ TOPS

10am-4pm ------------------- Quilters

6pm ------------------------------ TOPS

9 am --------- Worship/Communion
10:15am ------------------ Coffeetime

11:00am --------------------- Worship

9 am ------------------------- Worship
10:15am ------------------ Coffeetime

11:00am ----- Worship/Communion

9 am --------- Worship/Communion
10:15am --- Coffeetime by WELCA
10:15am - Aug. Caring-N-Sharing

Organizational Meeting

11:00am --------------------- Worship

9 am ------------------------- Worship
10:15am --- Coffeetime by Quilters

11:00am ----- Worship/Communion

Penteost 8

Penteost 7

Penteost 9

6:30pm -----------------Worship

6:30pm -----------------Worship

6:30pm -----------------Worship

6:30pm -----------------Worship

8:30am ------ Men’s Bible Study

7pm --------------------------- TOPS

8:30am ------ Men’s Bible Study

6:30-10pm Fellowship
Hall is Reserved

7pm --------------------------- TOPS

8:30am ------ Men’s Bible Study

7pm --------------------------- TOPS

8:30am ------ Men’s Bible Study

7pm --------------------------- TOPS

OfficeOfficeOfficeOfficeOffice
ClosedClosedClosedClosedClosed

All Committee Night
7:00 pm

12-5pm Fellowship
Hall is Reserved

9:00 AM
WORSHIP

ONLY

8

15

22

29

9

16

23

30

10

17

24

31


